TENNESSEE WEBQUEST GUIDE

INTRODUCTION:

The school has decided to add a courtyard for reading and outside class times. The school wants it to be in touch with natures but not overrun with plants. They are wanting your ideas and plans to send to the landscape designer.


This WebQuest will help you find information about growing conditions, plant types, and designing ideas.


Good Luck I can’t wait to see your courtyards of nature!

THE TASK:

You will be working in groups of four. In your group, you need to decide which aspect of landscape you want to tackle (trees, bushes, flowers, grass types, water plants, etc). Then, on your own you will be responsible for finding the information about your specific topic according to the WebQuest.  Use the following questions to help guide your research. You may want to keep one page in a journal or notebook for each plant you choose to research. You must research at least three plants each.

· What plant are you researching?

· What kind of soil does this plant require?

· Is this type of plant adapted to grow in this region of TN?

· How much light should the plant receive a day?

· How much water does your plant need in order to grow well?

· Is the plant strong enough to withstand the use it may have being in the courtyard? Why or why not?

· Is your plant annual or perrinal? What does that mean?

· What type of pruning is necessary for this plant?

· Would the plant you choose possible be a habitat to any animals? Which ones?

THE PROCESS:

1. Within your group, decide which plant type you want to research.

2. Once you have your plant type you must choose three varying plants in your type.

3. Each member will be responsible for visiting the resources below in order to gain information

4. All of the questions may not be able to be answered, but you need to answer at least six questions for each plant type.

5. Organize your information in your notebook so that others in your group can understand it.

6. The group will get back together and each member will present their findings to their group.

7. As a group, you must choose at least one plant from each person to include in your courtyard. 

8. In your group, you must design how you think the courtyard should look. You should include small pictures of the plants you chose to include.

THE RESOURCES

· http://www.gardenguides.com/plants/flowers

· http://www.gardenguides.com/plants/trees

· http://www.gardenguides.com/plants/grasses
· http://www.gardenguides.com/plants/shrubs
· http://www.the-landscape-design-site.com

BOOKS & OTHER RESOURCES

· Ready, Set, Grow!: A Kid’s Guide to Gardening by Rebecca Spohn

· South East Home Landscaping by Roger Holmes

· Square Feet Gardening: A New Way to Garden in Less Space with Less Work  by Mel Barwtholomew

· The Gardening Book by Jane Bull

LEARNING ADVICE

· It is very important to keep all of you notes together. Place all your notes about once certain plant in the same place or journal.
· If you come across a picture of the plant, go ahead and print it you may need it later.

· Working as a group with equal roles will help you finish quicker and easier.

CONCLUSION



Now that you have designed such awesome courtyards, the school will be able to design a place that will help future students learn. You also can help out around your house!!


